An Englishman in Drammen

Jack Rubinacci, Song writer, Arranger, Multi-Instrumentalist and Co-Producer of his debut album, affectionately nicknamed “The Genius” by his band, is the son of an Italian musician and an English schoolteacher. Born in Rome, Jack has spent most of his life travelling.

His music has evolved from his own experiences including his life spent in Rome, Birmingham and Oslo; his family separations, his time with various bands, and his study of art – all underpinned by his desire to discover his roots. During his travels he absorbed the cultural and spiritual inspirations, which have now graced his first album.

The raw and boundless nature of songs like Crash This Car and Chinese Whisper express emotions ranging from unbearable isolation to unimaginable joy. Jack’s instinctive gift for storytelling entwines easily with colourful melodies and soulful vocals to create an album of full texture and interest, which feels like an old friend. Jacks early musical impressions came from the blues of Robert Johnson and Cream, along with Sam Cooke, Ray Charles and Stevie Wonder. Later came enlightenment via Kurt Cobain, Bruce Springsteens Nebraska, Paul Simon, Tim Buckley, REM (particularly the song Nightswimming) and Tracy Chapmans debut album.

Those who have already heard Jack, have identified him as a contemporary of the likes of Kubb, Jack Johnson, Elbow and Ray Lamontagne, perhaps due to the convincing infusion of roots, soul and classic pop.

The album was produced by Grammy Award Winner Tchad Blake, with the legendary Jerry Marrota on drums, and recorded at Peter Gabriel’s Real World Studios, in the Autumn of 2006. The two singles for the album were recorded by producer Ian Grimble (Travis, Red Hot Chilli Peppers, Manic Street Preachers) and mastered at Abbey Road Studios by Sean Magee (Paul McCartney, Pink Floyd, The Rolling Stones) in June 07.

Released on the 18th of April 2008, Jack became one of the very first artists in the world to release their debut album as a free Mp3 download over the internet. This, combined with the fact that his debut album is one of the most expensive made in recent history, places Jack at the very forefront of the radical developments occurring in the music industry today.
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